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• Innovation remains something difficult to present to the 
general public and to the young generation.

• It is a complex process with :
– Different steps
– Different type of research
– Different actors 
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– Different actors 
and 
– Different definitions



• Presenting the process of innovation is a way to reach our 
goal :

« To give to the young the desire to embrace scientific career »

• To be successful :

– Students and young researchers must be involved in mediation 
and public debates
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and public debates

– Teachers and their classes must find proper ressources

– Partnerships with all relevant stakeholders must be organized and 
must be sure that our targeted visitors :

• Improve their knowledge
• Get answers to their questions
• Are attracted and interested
• Have the desire to create and innovate



NEW ESTABLISHMENT

PALAIS DE LA DECOUVERTE CITE DES SCIENCES ET 
DE L’INDUSTRIE

+
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- Timing
- Reasons
- Opportunity



Palais de la Découverte 
and

Cité des sciences et de l’industrie
present innovation 

in different 
but complementary ways
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SOME EXAMPLES OF 
WHAT HAS BEEN DONE AND 

WHAT IS PLANNED AT LA CITE 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE
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IN THE NEAR FUTURE



– Temporary exhibitions on 
« innovation and society » : 
many sensitive topics have 
already been presented : 
cellular phones, biometry, 
nanotechnologies, GMO’s …

TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS 
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– Conferences, debates, 
workshops systematically 
accompany these exhibitions.



• The notion of innovation is explained 
and illustrated particularly in the 
« Observatory of innovations ».

• A clear definition of a complex 
notion
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THE « OBSERVATORY OF INNOVATIONS » 
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• Various examples of the innovative 
process renewed every 18 months 
(8 topics since 2006)

• Using innovative exhibits

Innovanews kiosk

Innovations for the 
control of air traffic 
with Thales

The chemistry of 
tomorrow 
with the 

French Federation of 
Chemistry

Innovation for 
a better use of 

Energy with 
Siemens

Hydrogen with Air Liquide
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PLANS FOR THE NEAR FUTURE
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THE GALLERY OF INNOVATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPME NT
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• Space conquest has contributed to 
awaken us on the fragility of our planet 
and the necessity to protect it.

• Space applications today bring many 
innovative solutions to solve our 

EXAMPLE : THE PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS 
« THE EARTHWATCH : THE SATELLITE REVOLUTION »
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innovative solutions to solve our 
environmental issues and to improve our 
daily life.



« ONE MANIP, ONE RESEARCHER »

ONE EXAMPLE OF WHAT IS DONE AT LE PALAIS DE LA DECO UVERTE 

ECSITE – MILANO – JUNE 2009



WHAT HAS TO BE ACHIEVED

• A science center or museum will have to be more and more innovative 
to present the process of innovation.

• To interest and attract the young generation, it will be necessary to do 
it with tools they use on a daily basis (use of new technologies of 
information and communication ..).
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